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[Edited by Clarence W. Gleason, Roxbury Latin School, Boston, Mass., for the 
territory covered by the Association of New England and the Atlantic States; Daniel 
W. Lothman, East High School, Cleveland, Ohio, for the Middle States, west to 
the Mississippi River; Walter Miller, the University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo., for the 
Southern States; and by Frederick C. Eastman, the University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 
for the territory of the Association west of the Mississippi, exclusive of Louisiana and 
Texas. News from the Pacific Coast may be sent to Miss Juliann A. Roller, Franklin 
High School, Portland, Ore., and to Miss Bertha Green, Hollywood High School, 
Los Angeles, Cal. This department will present everything that is properly news — 
occurrences from month to month, meetings, changes in faculties, performances of 
various kinds, etc. All news items should be sent to the associate editors named 
above.] 

Connecticut 

The Connecticut section of the Classical Association of New England held 
its annual meeting at Trinity College, Hartford, on December 9, 1916. Under 
the lead of its chairman, Professor Le Roy C. Barret, the committee planned 
this meeting in part as a continuation of the last annual meeting, of which a 
report was printed in the Classical Journal for February. The 191 5 meeting 
devoted much of the morning session to the question of maintaining Greek 
in the public high schools of the state. The 1916 meeting started with " Reports 
from the Field," which showed definite progress in some places as the result 
of last year's meeting. For example, last year's report records that a teacher 
in the New Haven High School stated that in that school from six divisions 
Greek had dropped to one class, which he was then teaching — ^the last Greek 
class, he prophesied, in the New Haven High. This year's report shows a 
begumers' class in Greek in the New Haven High taught by a Yale instructor. 
Again, the principal of the Simsbury High School reports that a specialist 
in classics has this year been added to his teaching staff. Though Greek is not 
at present taught in this school, a teacher equipped for teaching Greek as well 
as Latin was demanded and secured. These are definite and significant steps 
of progress in both city and country high schools. 

Professor Heidel, of Wesleyan University, Middletown, turned directly to 
the general question of preparatory college studies in the high school, including 
Greek. He pleaded for leadership on the part of superintendents in keeping 
with the larger reaches of the demands of a democracy. Public schools must 
meet two demands: certainly of those who are not going on with the higher 
education, but no less assuredly of the much smaller number who will continue. 
No superintendent should be appointed today who has not glimpsed this 
higher field; the superintendent with vision will not neglect this second 
class. Professor Heidel pleaded for fearlessness on the part of the leaders in 
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education; scorning to be followers, they should frankly tell the people what 
they need and need to know. 

Mr. Wheatley, superintendent of schools at Middletown, urged in justifica- 
tion of the dropping of Greek from its high school that very few elected the 
course, and that the comparative expense of maintaining Greek made it to 
him an unwarrantable use of public funds. Speaking as one who had himself 
taken Greek in school and college, and recognizing the desirability of Greek 
for some, he claimed that college, not high school, was the place for Greek. 

Dr. Bimnell, of Norwich Academy, illustrated how Greek can be kept in 
the schools by a teacher devoted to his cause who recognizes the increased 
responsibility changed conditions put on the secondary-school teacher. He 
advocated his own practice of going out and soliciting — a method of advertising 
without touch of the mercenary, for he could still teach other subjects if 
debarred from his chosen field. His school employs the plan of meeting groups 
of students after the first year and helping to direct their choice of studies 
according to the endowment of the pupils. This method helps the science 
department as well as the Greek, steering pupils where they belong. Dr. 
Bunnell showed how his method of advocating Greek brought the subject in 
touch with present-day problems and practical questions. The pupil who 
proposed to study his ancient classics through translations was told that he 
could do that as satisfactorily as he could do his traveling by the picture postal- 
card route. Mr. Coffin, of the Hartford High School, brought a message of 
cheer. In that school Greek was holding its own, and only needed less over- 
taxed teachers to make decided gains through more missionary work. He 
showed by college-entrance board statistics that Greek and Latin were well 
taught compared with other subjects. The apologetic note does not belong 
to the teacher of classics. While because of the unity underlymg all language 
our knowledge of English is helped by the study of a foreign tongue, it is helped 
more through Latin and Greek than modem languages because Latin and 
Greek are not cast in the same mold. The practical importance of Latin is 
emphasized by the preponderance of Latin derivatives in our vocabulary. 
The study of Latin is admirable scientific trainmg in the four elements of obser- 
vation,, recording data, reasoning, and conclusion. There might be improve- 
ment in our first-year textbooks if two-thirds of the pomts now covered were 
selected, and these emphasized more. 

Encouraging reports came also from Waterbury and New Britain. In fact , 
the note of encouragement was prominent throughout the meeting. 

The chief address of the meeting was by Professor Nicholson, of Wesleyan, 
on "The Work of the Latin Commission, Past and Present." After a his- 
torical review of the work of the commission showing a tendency to emphasize 
sight translation and curtail the amount of prescribed work, the speaker recog- 
nized the commission's motive to improve the teachmg of Latin, but also 
detected the idea of bolstering up a wanmg study by attempting to make it 
more interesting. But if increase of interest is the aim, statistics show that 
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the end is not achieved, as Latin and Greek are still declining in college as in 
schools, enough to suggest that this new emphasis has resulted in more loss than 
gain. The fact is Latin and Greek were not written to interest our children. 
Why not use this other method of approach ? Say to your pupils outright, 
"If you want to succeed in Latin and Greek, you've got to use your brains, 
boys." Don't overemphasize sight reading at the expense of constant, thor- 
ough drill in grammar throughout the preparatory course. Suppose that the 
studies are hard and iminteresting as a whole. Test them by "efficiency" in 
results. Wesleyan statistics show the percentage of honor and high-honor 
men in the arts course greatly in excess of that of science students. You can 
show your pupils that if they want to join the ranks of the intellectually fit, 
the sure path is by the classical course. But "sweat" rather than "soothing 
syrup" is the prescription. The solution of the problem is harder and harder 
work. 

The general hearty applause that followed showed that the entire audience 
approved of the stress which Professor Nicholson laid on hard work and 
accuracy. 

The meeting then adjourned to the Trinity dining-hall, where all were 
guests of the college at luncheon. 

There were two strong papers in the afternoon. Professor Harmon, of 
Yale, protested against a pessimistic note in the face of the fact that the future 
of the classics is not in our hands; our only question is whether we are teaching 
well or ill, and the answer is, certainly well, on the whole. Professor Hendrick- 
son in discussion deepened the optimistic note of Professor Harmon's paper 
by recording a growing desire among students at Yale for closer first-hand 
acquaintance with Greek drama and philosophy as shown by the fact that since 
1906 the numbers electing Junior and Senior Greek have practically doubled. 

Professor Nye, in a paper entitled "Shakespeare's Use of Classical Litera- 
ture," showed remarkable parallels between Shakespeare's jokes and comic 
situations and those of Plautus, finding, too, striking Latin constructions and 
expressions in Shakespeare's English. Though no direct borrowing was claimed, 
Professor Nye was herself convinced that Shakespeare had used Plautus in the 
original. This scholarly paper, with its inspiring call back to the masters in 
the large, fittingly concluded a successful program. 

The committee for the coming year is composed of Professor Irene Nye, 
of the Connecticut College for Women, New London; Professor Karl P. 
Harrington, of Wesleyan; Mr. Alfred E. Porter, of the New Haven High; 
and the secretary. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the trustees of 
Trinity and to the retiring committee. 

The Connecticut section submits this report to all other state organizations 
in the belief that it contains evidence of some definite progress. Slight as the 
progress may seem, surely the movement rightly starts from the very heart of 
the classics — the study of Greek. Why do Latin and Greek teachers alike 
show so little organized aggressiveness in the face of the deep damnation of 
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Greek's taking off? Is it because we teachers of Greek, surrounded by the 
hosts of barbarians, show so little of the Greek spirit ourselves? Are we 
expecting the teachers of Latin to bear the brunt in a battle where we should 
be leaders? A strong Latin teacher from another state writes: 

It appears that no teacher of Greek has undertaken the task you suggested for 
me. I have not heard a strong plea for Greek from the teachers of Greek for many a 
day, and that is what discourages me. If they have accepted the decadence of the 
study in our schools, there is little reason for expecting others to have hopes for it. 
I am teaching three divisions of Vergil (about 80 in all) and just 10 per cent of the 
students are taking Greek. What use can I make of Greek in these classes ? This 
situation has prevailed for ten years with us, in spite of all our efforts to build up 
Greek. I have every desire to see my students taking Greek, but admit frankly that 
I am thoroughly disheartened in the situation, and have readjusted my work to get on 
without the help of Greek as best I can. Now who would care to hear a discouraged 
teacher's views of the Greek situation ? I need myself to hear some man so filled with 
belief in the Greek that he can rouse us all with enthusiasm to "hit the trail" to 
Parnassus again. 

Are there not enough real Greeks left to respond to this call from Rome ? 
Granted that Greek will continue to live on its merits, since "what is excellent, 
as God lives, is permanent," that does not exonerate those who have caught 
the vision from doing their utmost to open the eyes of their fellow-barbarians. 
The Connecticut section solicits the co-operation of other state sections in 
planning its coming campaign. 

Address Josiah Bridge, Secretary, Westminster School, Simsbury, Con- 
necticut. 

Illinois 

Moline. — The Latin club of the Moline High School, in co-operation with 
the music department, presented Miller's Dido: The Phoenician Queen in the 
High School Auditorium on December 16. 

Indiana 

Indianapolis. — ^The Classical Section of the Indiana State Teachers' Asso- 
ciation had one of its best meetings on October 26, 1916, when the following 
program was given before about four hundred interested people: "The Teach- 
ing of Latin Songs — ^Illustrated by High-School Pupils," Josephine Abel, 
Technical High School, Indianapolis; "Extension Work and Latin, J. J. Petti- 
john, director of Extension Division, Indiana University; discussion, Superin- 
tendent R. E. Cavanaugh, Salem; "The Direct Method — ^Demonstration 
Lesson and Discussion," Theodora E. Wye, Columbia University. The 
officers of the section were: President, Virginia E. Claybaugh, Shortridge 
High School, Indianapolis; Secretary, LiUian Gay Berry, Indiana University. 

Wabash College. — Professor D. D. Hains, for a long time professor in 
Wabash College, vice-president of our Association for Indiana, welcome con- 
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tributor to the Journal, and a familiar figure at our annual meetings, has, to 
the regret of us all, exchanged his professorial life for the life of a business man. 
Professor Frank H. Cowles, of Wabash College, has been appointed to succeed 
Mr. Hains as vice-president. 

Iowa 

Burlington. — ^The Latin department of the Burlington High School, under 
the supervision of the teachers in the department. Miss H. A. Warren, Miss 
Bess Bousquet, and Mr. Thomas A. Fitz Gerald, gave an entertainment on 
Friday evening, December 15, consisting of a short two-scene play entitled 
Reditus Ulixis and a "Vestal Virgins' Drill." A fairly detailed synopsis of the 
play rendered it easy to follow the Latin words spoken by the actors even where 
the action would not have done so, and the audience appreciated the play to a 
marked degree. Of course, the lovers of aesthetic dancing enjoyed the driU 
of the Vestal Virgins, and even those who did not come as such were com- 
pletely won over by the driU, which was most beautifully and gracefvdly done. 

The attendance was very satisfactory, being larger than similar attractions 
had heretofore been able to secm-e, and, of course, the value of the entertain- 
ment was proportionately increased. Latin is by no means on the wane here. 
The number of students taking Latin is considerably larger than it has been 
before, and it is to be hoped that it will continue to increase. With a view to 
interesting more students in Latin a part of Reditus Ulixis was repeated before 
aU the students at the weekly assembly on December 22. 

Massachusetts 

Mount Holyoke College. — Miss Margaret C. Waites writes: "On Novem- 
ber 24 the Latin department of Mount Holyoke College presented the Phormio 
of Terence in the Chapin Auditorium. The aim of the department was not 
to impress the public with the ability of the actors — indeed, under the circum- 
stances that would have been a rather hopeless task — but to obtain the educa- 
tional stimulus and the curiously vivid impression that Latin is after all a 
real language which the recitation of a play in the original always produces 
in young performers. The members of the cast were therefore chosen for the 
most part from Latin students in the Sophomore class who had become ac- 
quainted with the Phormio through the work of the Freshman year. Few of 
them had innate dramatic ability; for most of them the very memorizing of 
the lines was exceedingly difficult. 

"The department had expected that this preliminary drudgery might be 
left to the summer vacation, and with that end in view had assigned parts 
before Commencement; but the actors proved to need so much assistance 
that work on the play was really begvm in October when the long-delayed 
opening of college had taken place. The first week, in order to avoid so far 
as possible mistakes in scansion, we devoted to a careful reading of the play. 
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We then arranged rehearsals so as to give every student at first an hour a 
week of individual attention and two hours at least of general rehearsal. 

"Though from the beginning all the performers were eagerly desirous to 
give the best production possible, most of the cast had to be taught gesture 
by gesture and sentence by sentence to render the lines intelligently. That 
strange self-repression, at once the blessing and the curse of the New England 
character, made it impossible to speak and move with freedom. 

"Discouraging as these preliminary rehearsals often seemed, it was wonder- 
ful to observe the growth of appreciation and interest which they produced. 
Students so shy and retiring that they were regarded as dramatically hopeless 
developed self-confidence and self-expression as the work went on. The possi- 
bilities of the language, the sly humor of single words, the perplexities and com- 
plications of the plot, the need for accuracy both in word and in gesture — 
all these our actors finally realized. 

"Our scenery we owed to Mount Holyoke students, who proved most in- 
genious in combining old properties with new materials and devising effective 
combinations out of most impromising beginnings. We decided to leave the 
door of Demipho's house ajar during several scenes and to group palms and 
ferns round a statue behind the opening so as to give the impression of a court- 
yard. This added considerably to the beauty of the setting. 

"Realizing that to most of our audience the Latin would be often unin- 
telligible, we endeavored to accompany words by gestures even when, from 
the Anglo-Saxon point of view, gestures were affected and unnecessary. 
Before our rehearsals were finished, our cast had become Italianized and was 
ready to talk with hands, feet, and face. Almost every gesture told with our 
audience and helped enormously to impress the development of the plot. 

"Our difficulties were too great, we decided, to be complicated by music. 
So we regretfully rejected the idea of a flute-player and endeavored to make 
voice and gesture take the place of music. 

"As we made our costumes ourselves, often eking out our supplies from 
the spoils of former classical plays, our chief expenses were incurred for print- 
ing tickets and programs and for paying a professional to 'make us up.' 

"Our audience was large and enthusiastic; our Freshmen were delighted 
to find that they could reaUy foUow the Latin and charmed at our extravagant 
gestures; our treasury received a modest sum when expenses had been paid; 
and our actors with all their families thriDed with the fame which their brief 
appearance before the footlights brought them. 

"The effect of the performance is very marked; it has added appreciation of 
the Latin language and of that Latin life which, to most students irretrievably 
remote, seems to ours at present delightfxdly human." 

Nebraska 

Hastings College. — ^The classical department of Hastings College is experi- 
encing a renaissance in the new interest manifested in the study of Latin and 
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Greek after a "slump" of several years. The number enrolled in college 
Latin classes has been tripled within the last year under the direction of Dr. 
Bertha EUis Booth, while an instructor has been added for the academy work — 
Miss Bryant, formerly of the Fairfield, Iowa, High School. An enthusiastic 
Latin club holds monthly meetings and has a reputation of unusually well- 
planned and interesting meetings. The Christmas meeting showed the influ- 
ence of the Latin language in the observances of the church. The Christmas 
story from the Latin New Testament furnished the roU-caU; old Christmas 
songs in Latin were sung; while papers discussed the features of these early 
church hymns and the influences from the religions of Rome upon our Christ- 
mas observance. The January meeting will be a Horace recital by the members 
of the Horace class with familiar Horatian songs; after the recital the mem- 
bers of the club wiU be "at home" to faculty and friends. 

Ohio 

Toledo. — On the evening of December 15 the Latin department of Waite 
High School presented a most successful Saturnalia to an appreciative audience 
of 1,500 persons. The program was very elaborate, consisting of tableaux, 
dances, a Vestal Virgin ceremonial, and the betrothal scene from A Roman 
Wedding. During the intermission gingerbread images of Saturnus and his 
sickle were sold. About 150 students took part in the entertaiimient, all in 
Greek or Roman costume. 

The aedile who gave the games described the Roman customs involved, 
and other students followed, who instructed the audience in whatever was 
necessary for a complete enjoyment of the scenes. The first group of tableaux 
represented characters in the political and social life of Rome; another group 
portrayed mythological personages; scenes from the Gallic Wars and the 
Aeneid formed subjects for still others. A 'cello and violin helped greatly 
in creating the proper atmosphere and accompanied the very beautiful dances, 
among which were "Apollo and the Muses," "Iris," and "A Pompeian Flower 
Girl." 

At the close the entire cast appeared upon the stage singing "Gaudeamus 
Igitur," as they followed the aedile to the temple. This very successful 
undertaking reflects great credit upon the originator of the idea. Miss Marjorie 
Noble, and her two able assistants. Miss Fon Boerger and Miss Esther Boyer. 



